The role of scalene lymph node biopsy in advanced carcinoma of the cervix uteri.
Considerable controversy exists in the role of scalene lymph node biopsy in the pretreatment assessment of patients with carcinoma of the cervix uteri. Scalene lymph node biopsy was carried out on ten patients having advanced carcinoma of the cervix uteri with documented para-aortic nodal involvement. Metastatic carcinoma was found in the scalene lymph nodes in five of ten patients. These preliminary findings suggest that excision of scalene lymph nodes should be carried out prior to the institution of therapy in all patients with carcinoma of the cervix uteri which is metastatic to the para-aortic lymph nodes.